




Learning with the Irrawaddy 17 
To accompany January 2007 Issue of Irrawaddy Magazine 

   Selected article: Tough Asylum, pages 22-23 
 
 

Activities to do Before Reading 
 

Title  
 
Read the title and the subtitle of the article and discuss the following questions with 
your partner:  

1) Which word in the subtitle has the same meaning as ‘tough’ in the title? 
2) What is an asylum seeker?  
3) What do you think the article is about?  

 
 
 UNHCR donors 
 
The first paragraph says that in 2005 Japan was the second highest donor to the 
UNHCR. America was the highest donor. Which other countries do you think donated 
money to UNHCR in 2005? Make a list with your partner.  
 
Your teacher will give you a list of 10 individual countries. With your partner rank 
them in order of the amount of their donation in 2005. (You already that know 
America was first and Japan was second). 
 

Activities to do During Reading 
 

 Vocabulary Crossword 
Complete the crossword by finding the words in the article that the matches the 
definitions given in the clues. The paragraph where the word appears is given after the 
clue to help you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity 1 

Activity 2 

Activity 3 

Across 
2. coming after something else (p18) 
4. someone who gives money to help someone (p1) 
7. to reduce the effect of a bad situation or feeling (p7) 
11. the act of recognising someone or something (p2) 
12. continuing to do something (p7) 
13. being prevented from developing or improving (p22) 
15. officially stopped from leaving a place (p9)

Down 
1. a duty to do something (p2) 
3. someone who has a lot of experience in something (p15) 
5. someone who is a citizen of the same country as someone else (p6) 
6. the official ending of a law  or system (p19) 
8. actions that break a law (p9) 
9. easily harmed or attacked (p1) 
10. shared or done by all members of a group (p18) 
14. not interested in someone or something (p22) 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 True or false 
 
Use the article to decide whether the following statements are true or false. Explain 
your choice in your own words using evidence from the text. 
 

1) Japan joined the Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees in 1951.  
2) Most people who seek asylum in Japan live there illegally. 
3) Staff at the Ibaraki IDC treat the detainees badly. 
4) The Burmese asylum seeker released in July has had no problems since his 

release.  
5) The Nagoya group will be successful if they fight for three years.  
6) One member of the group finds it difficult to talk about politics with Japanese 

people.  
7) The rule that applications for asylum have to be submitted within 60 days has 

been stopped.  
8) There has been no improvements in the number of refugees accepted in Japan 

since the system was changed.   
 
 

Activity 4 



Prefixes 
 
A prefix is a group of letters that are placed at the beginning of a word to make a new 
word. Often they are used to form the opposite of the word. In the article the prefixes 
il-, im-, in-, un- are used to form the words illegal, impartiality, inadequate, unlikely, 
unusual, and unrelenting. The following words also use the one of these prefixes to 
form their opposite. In pairs, look at the words and choose the prefix you think is the 
correct one: 
 

1) possible   7) perfect 
2) necessary   8) patient 
3) direct    9) accessible 
4) equal    10) complete 
5) active    11) countable 
6) passable   12) developed 

 
When you have all the correct prefixes, choose 6 words (with their prefixes) and write 
a sentence using each one.  
 

Activities to do After Reading 
  

 
Discussion 

 
In pairs or small groups, discuss the following questions on the subject of refugees: 
 

1) Why do you think Japan does not accept many refugees? 
2) Which countries do you think accept the most refugees?  
3) If you were going to seek asylum, where would you go? Why? 
4) Do you think anyone would apply for asylum in Burma? Why? 
5) The article says there are many migrant workers in Japan, in which other 

countries in Asia are there Burmese migrant workers? 
6) What do you think the life of an illegal migrant worker is like?  

 
 

Speech 
 
The caption under the picture of Maung Maung says that he is ‘calling on the 
Japanese government to end its support for the military junta in Burma.’  
What do you think he said when he was speaking? What would you say if you were 
Maung Maung? Prepare a short speech to give to the Japanese government.  
 
 
 

Activity 7 

Activity 5 

Activity 6 


